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DPCRT OF THE CIVIL AECQUATTICS BOATD,
on the
Investigation of an Accident Involving Aircraft
During a Cress-Country Pleasure Ilight

Robert Tilliam Ivons was fatally injurec and Harry Alvin Posner
recerved scrious 1nguries 1n en accident whxch occurred acout 3/4 ule
east of the Pullnan-lfoscow Airport, Pullman, “ashington, at approximately
9:20 a.m, on July 18, 1943. Lyons held a cermercial piiot certificate
r1th sinele-ensine land, 0-240 h.p., and flight instructor ratings. Ie
hac flown gbout 1220 hours, of which only 8 were in the type of aircraft
involved, Posner neld a pravate pilot certifzcate with a single-engine
lrnd, 0~80 h.p. rating. He had flown approximetely 135 hours, of which
'76 were 1n the airplane involved, The aircract, 2 Piper J=3, NC 20814,
powered oy a Continental 40 h.p?%englne znd gwned by Lyons and Posner,
was demolished.

Lyons <nd Posner, en route from falla Valla, '/eshington, to Coeur
diflene, Idaho, stopped &t the Pullman-loscow [irport (about 2700 feet
above sea level) to refuel, After the plane had veen refueled to capacity
a tale~off to the east was made toward hills 60 to 100 fest in height.
Posner was at the controls, I'ind.ng 11 cirficult to pgain altitude, Lyons,
the more experienced pilot, took over tne contrels shostly after passing
the east boundary of the axrpoit. Iowever, one-half mile east of the
airmort the flaght nad still not becn able to atzain suificicnt alt.itude to
clear the hills ahead. Lyons turned right end had proceecded apmrox_mately
onc—~uarter of a mile s2long a drav o the side of the hills when Llhe plane
wes stallecd. It struck the ground on 1ts nose and left wing and stonped
w1t the 12l extended upirard in an almost verticsl attitude.

A teardovm inmspoction of the cngine diccloscd a considerable anount of
carbon doposit in the combustion chambocr and on the pistons, the llo 4
cylinuer exhaust volve sten s bluzd from intense heat and stuck tachtly
in 158 7uide, indoestir s in-t wace engine corld not have been delivering
full pew r, Hed the ~igin meon sronerly rman-up snd checked for marmmum
Tafon. Brior to take o the = lots nrobably vould heve become <vare of
1ts acfacuive conoiv.on sxarianetion of the log bock indicaled 1hat thais
eneine hod oseen omer:tud 550 nours since 1t “ms indtzlled in the subgect
airplens .n Tlarch 1938, ond tuere vtas no rocord of any overhaul curing that
tire. Tleather concaitions were favorahle, the ceiling ¢rd viszbility being
valirltes, bzod sowth.est 3 nopohe, ond tempes~ture 85 F.  Then the stall
cccaried tiw plere vics chove ¢ sloping vwheet Licld an vhach o comparatzvely

saf. lonciv: coula heve ouen effectad.
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Investgation rovealoa Lot ine aireralt was overloaded by approxinatel:
60 pouncs. Dual cont.ools werc instelled and operative  The manner in which
th. prepeliler was dmmaged indicated thet lattle porcr was being ceveloped
at the tzme of ampact.

IT #PPLLPS AT A DRFLCTIVD TIGTIL AI'D AY QVERLOLDED AIRPLAND CON-
TRICUT.S TO 010 CuUS™, OF THIS £0CIDII "IICT A8 THE DLPECT RESULT OF A
STALL sT A ALTIVUDE TO0 LO TO FFECT RLCOVIRY.
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